OUT-PASSING INTO ASSURED FELICITY

The suggestion is inspired! Undoubtedly the
beneficent Kwo Kam will uphold our cause and
our troubles may now be considered as almost at
an end."

" Yet," interposed a faltering voice, "who among
us is to go ? "

At the mention of this necessary detail of the
plan the cries which were the loudest raised in
exultation suddenly leapt back upon themselves
as each person looked in turn at all the others
and then at himself. The one who had urged the
opportune but disconcerting point was lacking in
the power of movement in his lower limbs and
progressed at a pace little advanced to that of a
shell-cow upon two slabs of wood. Tan-yung was
subject to a disorder which without any warning
cast him to the ground almost daily in a condition
of writhing frenzy; the one who had opposed him
was paralysed in all but his head and feet, while
those who stood about were either blind, lame,
eamel-backed, leprous, armless, misshapen, or in
some way mentally or bodily deficient to an in-
superable degree. "Alas!" exclaimed one, as the
true understanding of their deformities possessed
Mm, "not only would they of the Court receive
it as a most detestable insult if we sent such as
ourselves, but the probability of anyone so har-
assed ever overcoming the difficulties of river,
desert and mountain barrier is so remote that
this person is more than willing to stake his
entire share of the anticipated bounty against
a span-length of succulent lotus root or an
embossed coffin handle."

"Let unworthy despair fade!" suddenly ex-
claimed Tan-yung, who nevertheless had been
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